Resdential Security as Social Protection
Haris Gazdar and Hussain Bux Mallah

ABSTRACT

This article argues that residential insecurity aadial marginalisation are closely
linked, particularly in communities where housisgiccessed through traditional and
patriarchal social institutions. It uses commuthitstories from rural areas of the Sindh
province in Pakistan to analyse the processesrapdcis of a scheme for the
regularisation of housing rights for the landlessm with a special focus on mobilisation
among the socially marginalised. Government schehasequire prior collective action
on the part of beneficiaries can strengthen thegs® of political enfranchisement of
groups already on an upward trajectory. On thein,dwowever, such interventions can
exclude the most marginalised who are too weakgardse collective action or to form
themselves into effective groups. A comprehensoggas protection agenda, therefore,
requires both types of interventions — those thatiee the inclusion of the marginalised
in 'passive’ transfers and those that create inesnand reward collective action.



