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ABSTRACT 
This article argues that residential insecurity and social marginalisation are closely 
linked, particularly in communities where housing is accessed through traditional and 
patriarchal social institutions. It uses community histories from rural areas of the Sindh 
province in Pakistan to analyse the processes and impacts of a scheme for the 
regularisation of housing rights for the landless poor, with a special focus on mobilisation 
among the socially marginalised. Government schemes that require prior collective action 
on the part of beneficiaries can strengthen the process of political enfranchisement of 
groups already on an upward trajectory. On their own, however, such interventions can 
exclude the most marginalised who are too weak to organise collective action or to form 
themselves into effective groups. A comprehensive social protection agenda, therefore, 
requires both types of interventions – those that ensure the inclusion of the marginalised 
in 'passive' transfers and those that create incentives and reward collective action. 
 


